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ProQuest

database search application 

Content for every subject area

•The Arts

•Business

•Health & Medicine 

•History

•Literature & Language

•Science & Technology

•Social Sciences



Content from all kinds of sources

•Newspapers

•Dissertations and theses (ProQuest is the official digital 

dissertations archive for the Library of Congress)

•Scholarly journals

•Television and radio broadcasts

•Wire service and press releases

•Company annual reports and snapshots

•Books

•Government documents and archives



Proquest databases



Health & Medical Collection

coverage from over 1,500 publications

with almost 1,300 available in full text

over 900 include MEDLINE® indexing

cover all major clinical and healthcare:

•The New England Journal of Medicine

•The Lancet

•Journal of the National Cancer Institute

•Journal of Clinical Investigation

•American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine

•The American Journal of Psychiatry

•Diabetes

•Canadian Medical Association. Journal; CMAJ

•Rheumatology

•American Journal of Public Health





Search Tips 

 Your search terms can include any letters or numbers. 

ProQuest search supports the UTF-8 character set

 ProQuest ignores punctuation characters in your search 

terms— such as (, ; : …) 

 Search for chemical formulas or other strings that contain sub 

or super-scripted characters, enter all the characters in the 

correct order. For example, a search for CH3CH2OH will as 

CH3CH2OH.



Search Tips…continuation

 Stop words: search engines ignore very common words you may

have included, like articles (a, an, the) and prepositions (from,

with, of). For example, if you search for 'cat in the hat,' ProQuest

will search for ‘cat AND in AND the AND hat.’

 Diacritical marks: Indexing and content terms carrying 

diacritical marks, like umlauts (Ä) or accents, can inconsistently 

carry the mark, or not. Because of that inconsistency, ProQuest 

ignores these marks. For example, a search for the word før

(Danish for 'before') will not only retrieve for, but will also 

retrieve all records containing för, fór, and fòr. 



Search Tips…continuation



Search Tips…continuation

Some special characters are always going to be interpreted in the 

context of specific kinds of searching:

 Greater than (>) and less than (<) symbols are reserved for 

date searching.

 Brackets and parentheses are used to build 'nested' queries. 

For example: cow AND (dog OR cat)

 The slash (/) is reserved for use with proximity operators, as in 

PRE/4



Operator precedence

1. PRE/n or P/n or : Look for documents that contain one 

search term that appears within a specified number of words 

before a second term

nursing PRE/4 education

shares P/4 technologies

nursing-education



Operator precedence …continuation

2. NEAR/n or N/n: Look for documents that contain two search 

terms, in any order, within a specified number of words apart. ‘n’ is 

a number.

3.AND

4.OR

5.NOT :(education AND elementary) NOT secondary

6. EXACT or X: Look for your exact search term in its entirety. 

Used primarily for searching specific fields, like Subject(su). For 

instance, a search on su.exact("higher education")



Wildcards

? used to replace any single character

nurse?

Finds: nurse, nurses, and nursed.

sm?th

Finds: smith and smyth

ad???

Finds: ad, ads, adds, added, adult, adopt



Truncation

Truncation character (*): Each truncated word can return up to 500 

word variations.

Standard truncation (*):  retrieves variations on the search term, 

replacing up to 5 characters.

Defined truncation ([*n]) replaces up to the number of characters 

specified, for example [*9]. The maximum number of characters that 

can be entered is 20.



Truncation…continuation

farm*

Finds: farm, farms, farmer, farming

colo*r

Finds: colour, color



Important to know
 You cannot enter a wildcard (?) or truncation (*) character at the 

left-hand/leading position of a search term. 

For example, *old or ?tion

 Any terms retrieved using either truncation (*) or wildcard (?) 

characters are not considered when sorting your results based on 

relevance

For example, your search for 'bio*' could return occurrences of any 

or all of these terms: 'bionic' or 'biosynthesis' or 'biodegrade' or 

'biographic.' One, some, all, or none could be relevant to your 

research



<Less than. Used for numeric fields like publication year. 

YR(<2005) 

> Greater than. Used for numeric fields like publication year. 

YR(>2005) 

<= Less than or equal to. Used for numeric fields like publication 

year. YR(<=2005) 

>= Greater than or equal to. Used for numeric fields like publication 

year. YR(>=2005) 

- Use a hyphen to indicate a range when searching numerical fields, 

such as Publication date. YR(2005-2008 )



Basic search



Advanced search







Page result



Publication



More than one browse experience

The browse experience can vary, depending on the database product 

and the nature of the content. Some examples of the browse 

experience in ProQuest include:

•Topic exploration — Browse an editorially defined topic and 

subtopic presentation such as Study Paths in Nursing & Allied 

Health Database

•Subject exploration — Browse an editorially defined directory of 

subject terms, for example ABI/INFORM Collection

•Specific Content exploration — Such as Industry and Market 

Research in ABI/INFORM Collection
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وسعت پوشش منابع اطلاعاتی ساینس دایرکت

 ژورنال1484اشتراک
 ژورنال4102دسترسی به چکیده های
 عنوان کتاب الکترونیکی در زمینه پزشکی4000دسترسی به چکیده بیش از



Character Example

Spelling variations
Both British and American spelling variants are supported. A 

search for colour returns color, and vice versa

Greek letters and 

character equivalents

To search the Greek letter Ω, enter omega. This matches 

documents containing the word omega as well as the symbols 

Ω (uppercase omega) and ω (lowercase omega).

Subscript and superscript

Enter subscripted and superscripted characters on the same 

line as the other characters. To search for the chemical 

notation "H2O," enter H2O.

Accented characters To search for the name Fürst, enter Fürst or Furst.

Non-alphanumeric 

characters

Characters such as bullets, arrows, daggers, and plus signs are 

ignored.



Use Boolean operators to combine multiple terms:

•Boolean operators currently supported include AND, OR, NOT, and the hyphen (or 

minus symbol)

•Boolean operators must be entered in all uppercase

•Boolean precedence is as follows: 

• NOT

• AND

• OR

•Parentheses can be used when nesting clauses so the grouping is clear For 
example: For a OR b AND c, enter (a OR b) AND c

•Alternatively, enter (a OR b) c

•Quotation marks can be used to specify terms which must appear next to each other 
For example: (“heart attack” OR “myocardial infarction”) AND diabetes 

AND NOT cancer

•The above example can be expressed more concisely as: (“heart attack” OR 

“myocardial infarction”) diabetes -cancer



Notes:

•Proximity connectors are not supported at this time.

•Wildcard characters are not supported at this time.

•Stop words are not searchable. See stop words.
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